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Modern building prfnclgles and rat proofing 

go hand in hand, sa:~s a new ‘armerst 3ulletI.n on “3at Boofing Euildings 

and Premises” just irsued by the ;Jnitod States Department of Agriculture. 

These principles call for the use of well-mndi: concrete and steel, and other 

indestructible and noncombustible materials that are too much for even the 

sharpest of rodent. incisor;. They include also fire stopming in double walls 

and floors and the elimirx:ion of ~11 dead spaces and dark corners where the 

rat can hide. The sa,nit:,.:~y feats;zs provide for hy#enic stora+ge of food, 

and the rat can not 11~; without sormtidng to eat. 

All new building:: r-louI+ be mado rat proof, ff*s the bulletin. Cities 

in growing numbers have :tided ;.st-procfizs clauses ts their bailding ordi- 

nances tiith such good effect that ethers are sure to .follow their lead. 

Builders should therefoje compare the cost of rat proofing during construction 

with the probable co+ later, in casa local laws should require that all build- 

ings be made rat proof. 

The cost of rat proor”,ng all the constrxtion on many American farms, 

the bulletin says, would amount $0 less than tile loss occasioned by rats on 

the same farms in a single year. The pamphlet gives dotails and illustrates 
. 

methods for rat proofing all kinds of farm structures, including barns, 
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corncribs, granaries, ?Lnd poultry houses. It, also considers the*rat proofS% 

of city buildings, such as wareizauses and markets, and. suggests city-wide 

efforts tooard. the suppression of the rat pest. It includes a model rat- 

proofing ordinance and a.n ordinttnce regulatihg tha collectIon and Cisposal 

of garbage, prepared by the United States Public Health Service. 

!Broughout the bulletin tt Cs emphasized that the removal of the 

rat’s food and shelter offers a practical means of permanent rat control. 

“The nmber of rats on premises and the extent of their destructivenqds are 

UW-ally in direct proportfon to the food available and to the shelter afford- 

ed. Rot proofing in the brosdest sense embraces not only the exclusion of ’ 

ra.ts from buil.dings of all types but also the elimination of their hiding 

and nesting Tlaccs aA the starvation of ths animals. Tnrough open doors 

and in ot’ller ways, rats may frequently gain access to structures that are 

otherwise rat prooz, but they can not persist there unless they find safe 

retrea.ts and food. ‘Ghan rat proof in; becomes the regular pra.ctice the rat 

problem will have been largely solved.!1 . 

Copfes of the now publication, Farmers t Dulletin Xo. 1638-T’, may be 

obtnincd free on request addressed to the United States Department of Agx’i- . 

culture, Vashington, D. C. 

729-31. 


